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them, aod even our Europeans, when they travel
into those countries, bring away innumerable tales
of this kind, which lose little in the coming, as
perhaps this among the rest.

The account I am now going to give, relates to
a magician of great note it seems, though, as I have
said, I have not his name, whom the Devil, if it
was the Devil, managed much in the same way as
the other, and it is of like use in the case before us.
For as it confirms the Devil's conduct to be much
the same with mankind, though in different places,
so it shows us that the same occasions suit him to
make use of: before, he frighted the Sabeans with
a meteor or ball of fire in the air ; now, he alarms
Egypt with a comet; either of them things of no
signification in themselves, and which we in these
days can look on without running to conjurers for
their interpretation. But in those younger days
they were surprising and terrifying, and therefore
very proper to amuse the world with, and to make
even kings, as well as people, send for their magi-
cians, to inquire after the events of them.

Jn like manner we find in both these accounts,
the Devil not only making use of dreams for dis-
turbing the fancies of the people, as well their
kings as others ; but we find him in both using that
power peculiar to him as a spirit, namely, of caus-
ing people to dream of this or that, (whatever he
pleases,) on purpose to furnish a counterfeit inter-
pretation to his favourite southsayer, and raise his
reputation at court, in order to serve his (Satan's)
interest in other subsequent delusions : but I refer
to the story.

An Arabian of ancient fame, and eminent in the
Egyptian court for his great skill in southsaying,
having long studied the knowledge of hidden and
secret things, and arrived to great skill in the
motions and revolutions of the stars and planets,